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Analyzing the formal features of “Snow” and “Happy Endings”
Name
Institution of Affiliation


[bookmark: cha_9781319105600_ch180.xhtml_glossapp-a]Analyzing the Formal Features of “Snow” and “Happy Endings”
	In any fictional story, the chosen perspective must be right to complete the subject’s dramatic ordering. The narrative used in “Snow” is first-person retrogressive. Here, Julia Alvarez presents two manifestations of the same self, the one who experiences and the one who narrates. On the other hand, Happy Endings is written in the third person omniscient. Margaret Atwood presents several characters who experience different love life. She knows all that happens in the life of all of them and the end they experience. Readers are likely to feel different about the characters because of the narration. While one can identify more with Yolanda’s character, the young immigrant in the Snow, he cannot freely identify with all the characters in the Happy Endings. 
	The setting in the book Snow is well described; the timing is also well described, during the winter. The setting’s external reality is always an illusion; the writer’s words stimulate our mental images on paper. Nevertheless, this invented setting is essential if we share the characters’ inner emotional life involved in the plot. The scene set creates the readers’ mind visual imagination and illusion of a solid world where the story takes place, New York. The period is again well described as one which had tensions and fear of foreign attack.  The setting is not well described in Happy Endings, and we are not told where Mary and John work, where they buy their house, the gender of their children. This lack of details does not create a vivid picture in the mind of readers. Sufficient to say, the fiction Snow can seem more real than Happy Endings. 
	Theme is a generalization about the meaning of a story, the implied meaning of the story. The theme in the Snow is about fear and wonder. Yolanda sees ice for the first time and relates it to a bomb because of fear. The book shows how fear can affect our interpretation of things we have not experienced. The theme of Happy Ending is about love and satisfaction. While everyone is striving for it, only a few seem to attain it. In most cases, one party loves while the other party does not. All the characters are striving for satisfaction, a happy ending. Atwood intends to show the readers that true love can be found if one listens to the inner self and pays attention to every detail of the other person. Alvarez teaches her readers the need to properly analyze something new and the need to inquire before rushing to a conclusion. 
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